
 

 

 

June 8, 2016 

VACANCY 
Part Time- NCD Project Liaison 

 
PSI-Caribbean (Population Services International – Caribbean) is currently seeking suitable applicants to 
support a non communicable disease (NCD) project.  The project targets NCD prevention with high risk 
youth. 
 
A cover letter and CV must be submitted by: June 21, 2016. All submissions should be sent to: Ms. Kerry 
Parris kparris@psicarib.org. Only selected applicants will be contacted.        
 
TERMS OF REFERENCE   
 
BACKGROUND 
Since 2005, PSI-Caribbean (PSI-C) has worked to empower individuals by providing them with key health 
information in ways they can understand and linking this to easy, affordable access to life-saving 
services. Headquartered in Trinidad, PSI-Caribbean currently manages country programs in Suriname 
and Trinidad. PSI-Caribbean’s initial work focused primarily on HIV prevention by promoting condom use 
and availability among youth at risk and more recently among other groups including males and females 
at risk and members of the military through its branded Got it? Get it. campaign. The organization has 
since expanded to address sexual and reproductive health, gender-based violence prevention efforts and 
the growing burden of non-communicable diseases in the region. 
 
NON-COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 
The Trinidad and Tobago Ministry of Health’s Chronic Non-communicable Disease Risk Factor Survey 
(Pan American STEPS, 2012) revealed that the twin island nation has one of the highest prevalence, 
morbidity and mortality rates for chronic Non-communicable Diseases (heart disease, stroke, diabetes, 
cancer) in the Caribbean, and these rates have been steadily increasing over time. In Trinidad and 
Tobago, Non-communicable Diseases account for over 60 percent of premature loss of life (death before 
70 years). The prevalence of diabetes in Trinidad and Tobago is one of the highest of all the countries in 
the region of the Americas (PAHO). This is likely due, in part, to the high carbohydrate intake, 
urbanization mostly due to the shift from manual labour and agriculture to a highly technological service 
sector resulting in low levels of physical activity1 
 
Non-communicable Diseases share common risk factors, including modifiable biological risk factors such 
as high blood pressure, high cholesterol, and behavioural risks such as unhealthy diets and obesity, 
tobacco use, alcohol abuse and physical inactivity. 
 
 
PSI-C’s NCD PROJECT 
In 2014, PSI-Caribbean approached the JB Fernandes Memorial Trust I to support a 3 year pilot project 
to address the four main NCDs that affect Trinidad, namely cardiovascular disease, diabetes, cancer and 
chronic respiratory disease.  The project uses a Life Course Approach to achieve key behaviour change 
among youth, their families and other influencers by reducing the behavioural risk factors associated with 
each of these diseases: tobacco use, unhealthy diet, physical inactivity and harmful use of alcohol.  The 
project targets youth between the ages of 10-19. 

1 Trinidad and Tobago Chronic Non-Communicable Disease Risk Factor Survey (Pan American Steps)2012   

1 
 

                                                           

mailto:kparris@psicarib.org


 
Named after famed Trinidad and Tobago entrepreneur and philanthropist, JB Fernandes, the Memorial 
Trust I supports charitable causes in Trinidad & Tobago. Among the hallmarks of the Fernandes’ 
philanthropic legacy are: 

 Support to charitable organizations working with the poor, children, the elderly and families by 
providing much needed direct services. 

 
 Long-term support for building the management and program capabilities of charitable 

organizations serving the disadvantaged. 
 

 Efforts to engage the public and non-profit sectors in solving some of society’s most vexing 
problems.  

 
The JB Fernandes Memorial Trust I is administered by the Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors. 
 
PSI-C was granted a 3 year award from JB Fernandes, and began project implementation in 2015.  The 
first year (2015) was spent conducting a mapping exercise of existing NCD services and organizations.  
The project activities with youth will begin in the second half of 2016 and will run into 2017. The youth 
target group includes youth at high risk; specifically youth that have been diagnosed with Type 1 or Type 
2 diabetes and obese youth. The youth interventions will include fun and educational activities regarding 
topics such as healthy diet; importance of exercise; self-esteem; goal setting etc.   
 
 
CONSULTANCY SCOPE OF WORK  
PSI-Caribbean is seeking the services of a part-time NCD project liaison.  The liaison will work together 
with PSI-C and its partners who are involved in the roll out of the youth intervention.  The liaison will focus 
on the following: 

 The planning and coordination of youth interventions. 
  Act as the project liaison between PSI-C and the partnering agencies.   
 To assist with the monitoring and evaluation of the project, specifically with the intervention group. 
 Represent PSI-C at NCD meetings and planning sessions as needed.    

 
PROFILE OF NCD PROJECT LIAISON  
The NCD project liaison should have the following qualifications, competencies and skills: 

1. Bachelor’s Degree from a Tertiary Institution. Preferably in one of the following areas:  public 
health; nutrition; education; project management.   

2. Minimum of 3-5 years work experience in project management and implementation. 
3. Knowledgeable of and experienced in working with young people to achieve fitness and wellness 

goals. 
4. Knowledge of diabetes and other non-communicable diseases. 
5. Excellent oral, analytical, writing and report skills. 
6. Superior inter-personal and communication skills. 
7. Knowledge of PSI, its mandate and work in the Caribbean. 

 
WORK SETTING   
The NCD project liaison will be based in Trinidad and work on a part time basis (2-3 days/week) from the 
PSI-Caribbean office in Port of Spain.  Some work days will be spent in the field (out of office) at partner’s 
meetings and at youth interventions. 
 
The liaison will work closely with the Regional Program Director, the Marketing and Communications 
Manager, other technical and administrative staff at PSI-C and PSI global technical advisors to ensure 
effective implementation, monitoring and reporting of activities.    
 
SPECIFIC CONDITIONS 

1. Reports and other written deliverables must be submitted in English 
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2. All outputs will be owned by PSI-C and may not be used without expressed permission of PSI-
C.      

 
TIMELINE 
The contract duration shall be 14 months from June/July 2016.  The part time position will require 2-3 
working days per week. 
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